
Spain lead to this passionate music and 
dance? Flamenco is an expression of 
self-worth, vitality and independence. 
What makes �amenco ��amenco� � 
unique stylizations in music, singing  
and dance. 

�ere will be demonstrations of 
guitar, singing and dance.

Antonia Messina is a Maplewood 
resident and long-time performer and  
teacher. She started studying when she 
met a California gypsy in Rome, Italy 
in the 1980�s and hasn�t stopped since. 
She teaches and 
performs locally 
and in NYC.

Antonia is a 
mother of three and 
in her spare time 
practices law as a 
criminal defense 
attorney in NYC. She was featured in 
More magazine,  �Firsts over 40�, and 
the NJ Star Ledger, �I Am New Jer-
sey.� To learn  more go to VivaFlamen-
coNJ.com

Michael Moroch (guitarist) started 
by playing folk guitar and banjo but 
quickly became a convert to �amen-

co after moving 
to Madrid in the 
1960�s. Ever since 
he�s played for a 
variety of dancers 
including Jorge 
Narvarro  and An-
tonia Messina. He 

plays regularly for Antonia�s classes 
and  performs locally in clubs and res-
taurants. Go to michaelmoroch.com 
for  more info.

M A R C H  PLaTFOrmS
March 6 Amy Blake, �Educating 
World Citizens at 7 and 8 Years of Age�

�is conversation will introduce you 
to a teacher who is passionate about 
modeling and teaching �big ideas� 

through all aspects of 
the curriculum.

Using literature, 
reading, writing and 
the arts, Amy is hop-
ing to model and 
grow �global citizens,� 

children with an honest desire to know 
and think deeply.

She believes the world will change 
if we just ask three questions as a �big 
umbrella� for everything: Is it safe? Is it 
kind? and Does it show respect? Take 
the personal and put it into the philo-
sophical and we are all on a level play-
ing �eld.

Amy Blake is a second grade teacher 
at Hartshorn Elementary School in 
Short Hills, New Jersey. [�is is the 
teacher and school where Betty Levin did 
her peace program.] She believes that if 
children (adults as well) were taught 
how to ask the big ethical questions 
and internalized the inquiry process 
we can change the world.

�rough Philosophy for Children�s 
inquiry circles, the curriculum and the 
arts, Amy creates a classroom where 
peace is learned, valued, and nurtured 
with the hope of all students taking 
and using this education as they walk 
forward in their lives.

March 13 Antonia Messina and 
Michael Moroch, ��e origins of �a-
menco�

How did the gypsy pogrom from 
India through Egypt to Southern 

March 20 Martha Gallahue, �Wom-
en: Can�t Live Without �Em�

What is the current scene with 
women today in cul-
ture, in ethical culture, 
the family and with 
ourselves. Martha Gal-
lahue will o�er some 
re�ections that come 
from her experience 

as a daughter, mother, sister, psycho-
therapist and at the UN. She will 
talk about Women for Peace and why 
women make good peacebuilders. She 
will include the history of the National 
Women�s Conference and how it has 
become National Ethical Service. 

March 27 Bob Manley, �Global Re-
sponsibility and Human Consensus: A 
10,000 Year Perspective�

�at is the working title of Bob 
Manley�s book, now in progress. He 
will discuss the work of the Center 
for Global Responsibility, of which he 
is the founder and president. It�s �tag 
line� is �Advancing thought and ac-
tion for dealing with major problems 
and opportunities facing humankind.� 
Its major concerns are: ending hunger 
and poverty; advancing respect for hu-
man rights, especially for women and 
girls; protecting the environment and 
conserving non-renewable resources; 
achieving peaceful settlement of dis-
putes and con�icts; and supporting 
more  democratic, transparent, non-
corrupt, e�cient and e�ective gover-
nance at all levels from local to global. 
(www.globallyresponsible.com)

Robert H. Manley�s studies in-
cluded political theory, international 
relations, comparative politics, world 
history, political theory, the economics 
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Platforms begin at 11 a.m. All are welcome. Platforms are 
subject to change without notice. For information, call 
973-763-1905. Visit our web site: www.essexethical.org

(continued next page)
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Attention members! Please 
submit your email addresses to  
NEW! � info@essexethical.org  

to receive newsletter and 
other special event notices.

of international trade and international law.
 Bob has had substantial teaching and re-

search experience in the public policy area 
and he has been fortunate to spend consid-
erable time in various parts of the world. In 
teaching political theory, Bob has taken a 
comparative approach, focusing on the work 
of important �gures from various parts of the 
world, both leading �gures in the so-called 
�western� canon and important leaders who 
had made signi�cant contributions in African 
political thought. �e global-level political 
thought approach became an important base 
for Bob�s current work on globally respon-
sible political thought and public policy.

S O cia   L  A c T i O n 
C O mmi   T T ee
Excerpts from the minutes, January 23, 2011 � Attending: M. Sue Willis, 
Chair ; Barbara Cotler ; Marty Cotler ; Martha Gallahue; Gus Lindquist; Lisa 
Novemsky

We began with a few reports and discus-
sions, including the Ethical Culture 

Society having a table at the Community Co-
alition�s Martin Luther King event on Janu-
ary 17, 2011. A lot of people took informa-
tion and a couple signed up for the contact 
list.

Next, Sue passed around the thank you let-
ter from Sister Regina of IRATE/First Friends 
for the stationery we sent for inmates at the 
Elizabeth immigration detention center.

We also discussed subjects and possible 
language for a carding in the next feel weeks, 
and Martha o�ered to come up with some 
environmentally oriented ones.

Lisa conveyed a report on absent member 
Betty Levin�s peace activities, which recently 
included reading peace-related stories to sec-
ond graders in a Millburn school. She also 

has planned a presentation of her free Imag-
ine Peace workshop at the Valley Settlement 
House in Orange.

Gus reported on a long term plan to create 
an association between the Essex Society and 
that same Valley Settlement House through a 
gardening club/planting project to take place 
at our society for our members, and possibly 
be extended to the Settlement House. �is 
project might be a long term way to bring di-
verse neighbors interested in gardening into 
the Society.

We set our next meeting for Sunday, March 
20, 2011 after platform.

� Meredith Sue Willis 

Tribu     T e

This tribute is to Lisa Novemsky, our vice-
president and a genuine Ethical Cultur-

ist in how she lives her life. She responded 
sensitively to my need early one Sunday 
morning. I had been taken to the emergency 
room of Overlook Hospital by the First Aid 
Squad with a sprained ankle. When I needed 
transportation home with a stop at the phar-
macy for meds, she responded immediately 
and brought me home. And she�s so matter-
of-fact about it all. �ank you again, Lisa. 
We are indeed a �ne community. A modest 
donation is being made to our Tribute Fund 
in her honor.

� E. Betty Levin
P.S. My foot is healing nicely.

Fr  O m  T he   A E U
FES Conference — Save the Date!

This year�s Future of Ethical Societ-
ies (FES) conference will take place in 

Brooklyn, NY, during Memorial Day week-
end (May 27-30). FES will be staying at the 
New York Loft Hostel & Hotel, just a short 
commute from the Brooklyn Society. FES�s 
annual conference is a way for FES mem-
bers to reconnect with old friends, welcome 
new members into the group, and explore 
a new community and Ethical Society. As 
part of FES�s commitment to giving back to 






